Herring Cove Junior High
School Advisory Committee Meeting
October 2, 2025
6:00 p.m.
HCJH Library

Present: 	Josh Chapman, Jim Curry, Luci Ewing, Brent Keough, Ashley Nicholson, Sherisse O’Leary, Erica Reid, Amy Richardson, Tara Sampson, Lisa Scallion, Olive Taussig
Regrets: 	Ashley Cassibo, Christina Neary

1. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of May 22, 2025
· Approved without changes.
2. Tabled Business from Previous Meeting: none
3. New Business
· Review of SAC Agreement The chairperson needs to be a parent member and cannot be a staff member. Duties will include advising the principal on matters pertaining to the school, advising on disciplinary cases, foster discussions that support the school and its mission, including the Schools Success Plan.  
· Meetings Dates and Times
· October 2, 2025: Library, 6:00 p.m.
· October 23, 2025: online, 6:00 p.m.
· November 27, 2025: online, 6:00 p.m.
· December 11, 2025: online, 6:00 p.m.
· February 26, 2026: online, 6:00 p.m.
· April 23, 2026: online, 6:00 p.m.
· May 28, 2026: Library, 6:00 p.m.

· Committee Make-Up
· The SAC is composed of 2 student representatives, 1 support staff, 2 teachers, 1 principal, 1 vice-principal, 6 parents and hopefully a community member.
· Election of Chairperson
· We will table this until the next meeting to give all parents members time to reflect on the commitment to the role.
· SAC Funds  
· NS Government gives us $5000 + $1/student for funds to be used to support the SSP
· Funds requested by staff for 2025-2026:
· REWARDS Reading Intervention Program $126 USD
· Scholastic Action: $350
· Story Works 2: $350
· Science World $350
· Calm & Quiet Lunch $314.17
4. Principal’s Report:
a. Total enrollment is 258
b. Total teaching staff 20: 12 classrooms, specialists, guidance, resource and learning centre, student support and administration.
c. We would like to officially welcome our new staff to HCJH! Joining us this year are Ms. Robinson (Gr 6), Ms. Thompson (Gr 7), Ms. Jessop (Gr 8), Ms. Soosaar (Core French) and Mr. Brown (Phys-Ed.), Mr. Dufour-Jarvis (Music) and Ms. Neil will also be joining our Learning Centre Team.
d. Students & Staff have had a very positive start to the year. Grade 7 English class sizes are larger but doing well.
e. Cell Phone policy has been well received and for the most part, students are continuing to buy-in.
f. Terry Fox Activity postponed.
g.  Grade 6’s will attend the Milk Fair on October 17th
h.  Welcome back dance was on Sept 25. It was the most attended dance in the last 4 years.
i. Curriculum Night was on Sept. 23rd and was an open house format after an assembly in the gym.
j. Soccer – We are looking forward to a fun season of soccer for both girls and boys’ teams. Mr. Selig is coaching the boy’s squad and Mr. Brown is coaching the girls. Go Vikings!
k. NS Lunch Program scheduled to begin October 6, 2025
l. Students in grades 7 & 8 were once again issued free Metro Transit passes
m. New and Notable
i. Major renovations are complete, including new washrooms, new hall ceilings, new cafeteria, new band room & new library (complete with new front windows), renovated accessible front entrance and upgrades to our elevator.
ii. Construction will soon begin to replace classroom windows and exterior doors. They will also be replacing the overhang over the front entrance.
iii. Our new bike rack was installed, and it is already in use! Thank you, SAC!
n. Herring Cove SSP Goals:
i. Math Goal: We will improve student achievement in mathematics.
ii. Literacy Goal: We will improve student achievement around Literacy
iii. Student Well Being Goal: We will improve student well being

5. Student’s Report:
a. Questions were raised as to whether it would be possible to have ILT stations so students could choose their activity of interest. In 2023-2024, we were able to schedule ILT sessions simultaneously across all of grade 7 and 8. Now, with our increased growth, we are unable to schedule this simultaneously. Each teacher, sometimes with student input, provides opportunities for students to catch up on class work, explore passion projects, bake etc. It was mentioned that in another Junior High, they held a showcase in the gym so all students could come and visit to view each others’ projects.  
6. Other Business:  


Next Meeting: End of Meeting 6:51 p.m.: Next Meeting: October 23, 2025, 6:00 p.m. 
